Nursing role model for computed tomography contrast injection decreases extravasation rates.
Extravasation of intravenous contrast administered for computed tomography remains of concern in pediatric patients. It is of great interest to any pediatric radiology department to decrease extravasation events in an effort to reduce even small adverse outcomes and improve the overall patient experience in the radiology department. Here, a total of 17 extravasation events, as reported and documented in departmental quality assurance at our institution over 4 years, were retrospectively reviewed for factors contributing to the number of adverse extravasation events. We found that pediatric nursing plays a central role in both achieving and maintaining a low extravasation rate at our institution.